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—_ Gentlemen, Borrowes, 1\4i- 
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SN | ous; Gcnlenith, Bir golfer, 
y 4 4 Aviiiſtess ri id Commons , 
>-1 His Majeftics true arndloy= 
1 all Subjects, that whereas 
our *coritinuall 'ſipy licati- 
mo cor plaints xrritles;,' 
Ao I Petri io preſent 
| of... Fact. to the Lords wt bo 
| PRO "Majcſties p rivic Counſel, 
Nexty69 His ſacred Majeſtie; and1aſf bg Gone rithie; 
toHlis Majeſties Comtnillionar,onr' 16fs artegdarice 
andgreat patience thierwelve moneth bygone, in "wait-" 
ing for ſatisfaion of our moſt juſt def” Ourzcale 
to remove all rubs out of the way, which were cither 
mentioned unto'us, orcould be coneeaved [by uvas hin- 
derances of Gr pivots ihtencionss "aiming at porhing 
but the good of the Kingdome, and preſervation 
the Kirk , -which by conſumption or combnſtion is 
 kkehe: eo expite; Rehning's ro fe no 'Hthet mearits 
 burcfuchas Ye legill 5" 26d have boohe oraſþife in 
this Kitk;| fie the reformafion and lab AC- 
rn, tr0,our power atid intercils; hard! RO 
A 2 e& 


= ©9 BROFESPATION: Tl 
beaartied itva peaceable manniex worthie of our Pro3.. 
feſfion and Coyenant,, Qur P roteſtation containing a: . 
heartic thankſgiving For what his Majeſticinhis pro- 
meer —_ his og _ granted -ba juſt de- . 
res; and, qur-txotelſs and hopes for ſomuch as wap: 
not as yet grants, If A m1 cl mil us confident 
ro cxpect tram. his. 'Majeſties tayall and: corpeſſi- 
oned ifpeRitioh towards Thi pw Ive _ | 
that a free generall aſſemblie *2i& parliament ſhould 
have beene indicted, as the ordinarie and moſt proper - 
remedies'of. our" grievances, and did conſtraine- us to 
renew, our Retition.,; eaxncltlic womans that. His . 
Majelties Commilzionar,.would be: pleaſedito repre: 
ſeatunto His Majeſhiethe condition of -chis Kirk-and 
kingdome, cryingin an extreame-_exigencie for. preſent 
helpe,. with the Jawfulneſſe of. the . xemedies .preſcrib- . 
ed by his Majcfties. lawes,| required by,us, and pre- 
fented. to. him in ſome; parckealar anticles's which-bis 
Grace promuted-to recommend to his Maieſtie, and . 
to, doe his beſt.endeavours- for obtaining the {ame ; 
eſpeciallie the. firſt\article.,j that chore, might. bee-in- 
_ dictedafull andfree generati;alſemblic,:wittigur. pre- 
limitatiqn, cither in_the- conſtitution and : members 
thereof , in the. order and manner of proceeding, or. 
in the matters to be,treated :-and if there ſhould be 
any queſtion or doubt,aboutone of thele,.or-ſuchlike 
particulars, that the determination thereof might bee 
remitted to the aſſemblie it ſelf, . as the 'only proper. 
and competent iudge, . And now after ſp many ſup- 
plications, complaints, articles, and informations, af-, 
tcr our neceſlarie. proteftation, exprelsing the:humble 
thankfulneſſe ahd continued deſires of our hearts, af.. 
ter.ſo long cxpeRation and fomuch dealing toy h 


 $EPTEMBER XXII: 
with openears;and attentive mindes heard his Maiefties - 
proclamation, itis our deſire, purpoſe, and endeavour 

fo to proceede; that we may upon the one part ſtill 
'be thankfull to: God, .andthe King, for the leaſt blinke 
. of 'His/Maieſties' countenance, and.the.ſmalleft crums 
-of. comfort that-fall 'unto- us from His Maieſties-roy- 
all hands, beſceching the Lords yer further to. enlarge 
his Maieſties heart,-for onr full ſatisfaQion; and re- 
joiceing, tothe honour of God; the good,of this kirk 
and kingdotne; and his Maieſties never dying fame and 
glorie,thathis wiſe governement and zcal to.the ſervice 
of God-, may be a meafure-and paternof deſires to 
all generations heereafter;- when they ſhall be wiſh- 
ing for a religiobs and righteous King..* And on the 
other part, that Chriſt our Lord, the King of kings, 
through our negle& or lukewarmneſſe , may want no - 
part of his-Soveraignitie.and Dominion,.and thatin 
our religion ;- which is more deare unto us then our 
lives, we deceive not our ſelves, with that which. can - 
not ſatisfies and makeup rhe' breach of this kirk-and 
kingdome, or removeour feares; dotibts, and ſuſpitt- - 
ons,.of the innovations of religion : This hath made 
us to obſerve, and perceave, thathis Maieſties-procla= - 
mation doeth aſcribe all the late diſtractions of this 
Kirk and Common-iwealth , to our conceaved feares - 
ofthe innovation of religion and law, as the cauſe 
and occafion thereof, and nor to the innovationsthem- 
ſelves, witl-iwhich wee have.beeene for along time, 
and eſpecially of late heavily preſſed-and gricved, as - 
if thei cauſe were rather in apprehenſion. and fancie-,' 
thenun realitie and ſubſtance.. Thar the ſervice:book - 
and book of Canons: arenot ſo far difchargedby this 


preclamatipn. -as they have beene' urgedby preceed- - 


—- 
as - . 
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OO. 2P.ROTESTAFION w 
| ing proclataations z for this proclumation,enely dal 
: chargerh the pradtiſe of them, and rcſcinds the acts 
.. made for eftabliſmng their. praiſe , but docth nor 
: reſcindethe former proclamations, namely that of the 
- 29. of Febrvar, ar Stirling, and thas of the fourth of 
- Julie ar Edinbargh, which give an high approbation to 
theſe books, as firmeanes to maintaine religion, and 

: to beate*down all ſuperſtition, and withall, declares 
- his Majeſties pprpole to bring them intothis Kirkin 
: 4 fait 4nd1egall way; and rhus both oug,feares,; that 
© they may beintroduced heereafter, muſt till remaine, 
: and the libertic of the generall Aſemblie, by ſuch: a 
- declaration of his Majeſties judgement, is not a little 
- prejudged, inthe mindes of ſo many-as wiſely confi. 
der and compare the preceeding proclamations with 
this which we now hear, although others who looking 
. upon one ſtep , and not upon the whole progrefle, 
run one raſhly, and.ncither confidering what they ate 
doing, nor with whom they are dealing, my bee ecafily 
deceived , Lui pauca videt, cito judicat, aſhort ſight 
-makcth.a ſuddaine judgement. 778) + Ran008 
_ That it is declared in this proclamation, 'that His 
"Majeſtic. neither- intendeth, to innovare-any' thing in 
religion or laws, or to admit of any change or alte: 
' Tation inthe true religion alreadie eſtabliſhedand pro. 
 Fefled inthis kingdome : and.withall, thisjs:interpo: 
Ted, that the ances of Pearth argeltabliſhed by the 
as of. parliament, andgenerall-allanblic,jand dilpen- 

' ationof the prattiſe. only granted, and-tifebatgepi: 
: ven, that-fio perſon be 'urged with the praRtale rhire- 
bf; and conſequentlies His MyjeffiesAntention: forniue 
i ſtanding of the aGsof rhe; Allemblicand Pathement, 
-appointing the articles. of Pearth, is manifers which 
27 is ng 


Op TAMIER XXL. 
is 96 frail prejudice, of the gen 
Aſſembhs,* Thar while the Proclamation ordaineth 
all his Majeſties Subjects to bee lyable ro-thet1yall 
2md-<cenfure_ of the judicatories competent ; and that 

nane of chem ſhill uſe any unlimited aud unwarzag- 
| rel power; eve that.no other oath bee dint 
Ared'to Miniftery'at their entrie, thea that which 1s 
comeined in the At. of Parliaments 1n. both. theſe 
articles. the biſhops are meaned, who are only there. 
by. for the-preſent cuibed, apainlt their-exorhitancic 
and-enortbties; inexercing their office; burthe office 
of biſhops is thereby nor only preſuppeſed as inque- 
ſtionable , bur 2HKo fo ſtrongly eſtabliſked.,.thaths 
Majeftic -declareth for the preſent .his intentiany 0 


- . - 


admit no innovation"therein, which is more Lyident 
by he indiction of the Parliament , warning all pde- - 
lats' ro be preſent , as having voice and placein-Par-. - 


e to the ftcedome of the-generall * 


tiament: and by the indiftion of the afſemblic;,war- .. 


nipg all archbiſhops'and biſhops. (tor ſo:arcithcir-di- 
verfe degrees. and offices: Eccleitaſticall heredcfigned .:? 
and ſuppoſed ) to: bee preſent. ; as'having-place.ant! | 
voice inthe: Aſſemblie, :contrare to the. caveats. as 
of the Kirk,:and our declinator; and thusa third and .* 
great limitation is put upon the generall Afemblie... 

The Proclamation by reaſon of. theſe many-xcall li. 

mirations', and prejudices of. the l:bertie of the Af -- 


femblie in the very points ,. which. have wroughtſo 
much woe and diſtu:bance in this Kirk and -King- 


dome , and wherein the libertie -of. the Aſſemblie is -. 
moſt uſcfull-and neceſfarie at this time , can-neither -- 
fatiſhe our grievances and complaints ,. nor remove-.:- 
our feares and doubts ; nor can not without prote--- 


Ration bee admitted by us his Majeſties Subjes,who -- 


_ IF 


carneltly :.,- 


» "PROTESTATION © 
-- earneſtly defire'that Trueth and Peace may bee eſta3 
' bliſhed, and that for the reaſons following. - 


:-7, "TO keepe filence in any thing , that may ſerve 
A for the.good of the Kirk, - whether it bee in 
; ponciing prayer, or in propoſingy and voiceing ina 
awfull Afſemblie of the Kirk, is againſt'the word of 
- God, Eſaj; 62, 6.* Teethatarethe- Lords remembrance- 
ers, keepe mot filence, and give hint no reſt, till he efta- 
- bliſh, and tH! hee make Jeruſalem a praiſe in the earth: 
1, King.-18. 21. Like the halting of the people-be- 
-tweenetwo opinions, and their not anſwereing a-word 
-When the LORD called them to give a teſtimonie ; . 
AF. 20. 20. I have keeped lacs nothing that was 
(profitable unto you; And againe, y Cor. 12. 7. Math, 
I 5. 18:-Kom, 1.18. Revel. 2. 14. 20. and 3.15,and 
-therefore to: keepe ſilence, or not to medle with cor- 
-ruptions, whether in doctrine, ſacraments, worſhip, 
-or diſcipline, inagenerall Aſſemblieof theKirk, con- 
veened for that end, were the readie way to move 
"the Lord to deny* his Spirit unto us, and toprovoke 
:-him to wrath againſt our proce<dings, and might-be 
- imputed unto us for prejudice, for colluſion, and for 
betraying our ſelves, and the poſteriti  _ 
2, This predctermination is againſt our ſupplica- 
- tions, and proteſtations, "wherein wee have ſhowne 
our ſelves ſo earneſt” for a free generall Aſſemblie 
contrare to every limitation of this kinde, ſo far pre- 
1iudging thelibertie thereof , is againſt the Confeſſion 
of Faith, regiſtrated in the Parliament. 1567.- deelar- 
ing, that one cauſe of the councels of the Kirk is for 
good policie and order to bee obſerved in the Kirk, 
and for to change ſuch things as men have ns 
| when 
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SEPA STEF Lp 5 
when they rather foſter ſuperſtition then edifie the 
Kirk, ufing the ſame, and is againſt our late Con- 
feſſion, wherein wee have*promiſcd to. forbeare all 
novations-till' they bee -tryed ;* which obligeth'us to 


forebeare now, and to trye them in an Afſembly &* 


by all lawfull meanes to 12bour to recover the” for- 
mer putitie and libertie of the'Golpell to which, this 
limitation isdireatly reptgnant ;*our libertie in'a ge. 
nerall afſembly beeing the prigcipall'of all lawtull 
meanes ſerving to that end. | 5 

2, This were directly. contrarie to the nature and 
ends ofa generall afſembly , which having authorit 
fiom GOD; *beeins *conveened -according to rhe 
lawes of the Kingdome, and receiving power from 
the whole collective bodie of the Kirk, for the'-goo d 
of Religion, -and ſafery of the Kirke; What-ſo-ever 
miye condiice for theſe good ends in wifedome and 
modeſtie ſhould bee proponed, examined, ' and de- 
termined without Prelimtration , either of the- mat- 
ters to be txgated, or of the libertic. of the members 
thereof? - It 'beeing\manifeſt; that 'as' farre as'the al- 
ſembly is firtiired in rhe 'tratters to bee treated,” and 
in the members to bee uſed + the neceſſarie ends of 
the Aſſembly , and the ſupreme Law, which' is the 
{afetie: of the Kirk, are as farre-hindered ,' and pre- 
judged. * 4 © LE SITS p L096 fools 84-4 | 

This limitation is againſt the Diſcipline of the Kirk, 
which booke 2.chap.. 7. declareth this tro be'one of 
her liberties, Thatrthe Aſſembly hath power to ab- 
rogate and aboliſh all Statuts and ordinances concer- 
ning eccleſiaſtical matters that are found noyſome and 
unprofitable and agree not with the time, or areab- 
uſed by. the people, andagaintt the aCts of the gene. 

| | B rell 


0 


PROSRETTATFON . 
ral aſſembly. Like as the pretended Aſſembly 1610. 
declareth for the common affaires of the Kirke (with- 
out exceptionor limitation ) .it-is_neceflare that there 
bee yearely generall Aﬀemblics, And whar-order can 
bee hoped for heere-after if. this afſembly indicted 
| afterſolong intermiſſion, and ſo many groſle corrup- 
tions bee limited, and that more than ever any law: 
full Aſſembly of the Kirk was, when it was yearc- 
ly obſerved. + hes” YH | 
5. It 5 ordained inPayrl. 11.' af 40. K. Tames 
6. anent the neceſfare and lawfull forme of all Par- 
liameats that "nothing ſhall bee done, or-command- 
ed to bee done, which maye direRly.or indirealy 
prejudge the libertie of free voycing or reaſoning. 
of the Eſtates; or any ofthem in time comming . 
It is alſo appointed in. Parl. 6: af 92. K. Iames 6. 
that the. Lordes of Counſell 2nd Seffion proceed in 
all civill cauſes intended or depending before them, 
or to beeintended,to caulſeexecme their decrees not- 
withſtandingany private wryting, charge , or com- 
mand in the contrare,andgenerally bythe as of Par- 
liament appointing evcrie-matter for its dwne judiz 
catorie, and to all judicatories their owne freedome. 
And therefore much more doeth this libertie belong. 
tothe ſupreme judicatorie eccleſiaſtick in matters ſo 
important as concerneth G O D'S honour and wor- 
ſhip immediatly.the ſalvation of the peoples Soules& 
right conſtitution of the Kirk whoſe liberties & pri- 
ledges are confirmed Parl. 12. K. Tames. 6.Parl.T. 
K.Charles .forif it be carefully provided by diverſe 
Acts of Parliament, eſpecially Par/l. 12. a&# 148. 
K. Tames 6. Thatthere bee no forſtalling or regrat- 
ing of thinges pertaining to this natyrall life: ow 
: £; | 8 
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ſhall bee thought of this fpirituall forſtalling and re- 
erating which tendeth to the famiſhing or. poyſoning 
of the ſoules of the pzople © both now and in the 


” 3 » . 


had beene commanded by authori-ie to ſvcare , 'and 
ſubſcribe the generall Coyfeſiox of Faith zgainft aq 
p 2 Pl 


iſh erroys, and, ſuperſtitions:  and- now. would, bee 
glad that all others-ſhould jqyne with us/in our lareCo- 
wenart and Confeſſion, deſcending more ſpecially to 
the ap geo and crrours of the tame, and -obliging 
us to the defence of Religion; '&. of the Kings Maje-' 
Fties perſon, and. authornie, ;and.,tor theſe endes to 
the mityall defence. everic.one .of us. of another, Yer: 
can' wee not nowe after ſo neceſlarie .' and 1o ſo. 
'Temne a ſpecification returne to the, generall for the 
reaſons following. rear taa be © 2-5 
- x. No meanes. have. beene left: rnaſſayed- againſt 
our late Confeſſion of Faithand Covenant ſo ſolemnely 
Tworne and ſubſcribed. For firſt wee 'were preſt 
with the rendering and reſcinding of our Covexant. 
Next an alteration in ſome ſubſtantiall-pointes ;was 
urged; 3, a Declaration was motioned, which tended 
to the chervation thereof, and now wee finde in- the 
ſame ſtraine , that wee areput to a _new tryall, and 
The'laft meang is uſed -more ſubtilejthan the former: 
Tha by, this,new ſubſcription our late Covenant, & 
Confeſtion. maye bee quite. abſorbed and buricd'in 
oblivion, that where it was intended end-{worne to: 
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$£ EP TEMIER, KNIT. : | 
ing God, and tzking his Name in vaine, for thetears- 
that begahto bepoured forth at the ſolemnizingofthe 
Covenant are notyet dryed up & wyped away,&the 
joytull noyſewhichthenbegan toſound-hath nor yet 
ccaſed, and: there can beeno new neceſflitie fromus, 
and upon our part pretended; for. a ground of ur- 
ging this new ſubſcription, at-firſt intended 'to bean 
abjuration of Popery uponus who areknowne to hare 
poperie. with an unfained hatred, and have all this 
yeere bygone given large reſtimonie of our- zeale a- 
gainſtit. As weeare not to multiply* miracles uþ6 
Gods part, ſo ought wee not to . multiplic folemne 
oathes and Covenants - upon our pert, - and thus to 
play. with: oathes , as children doe with their toyes, 
withont neceſhttie. | Warts 
' 3. Neither would wee ingiving way to this new 
ſubſcription think our , ſelves tree of perjurie: for as 
wee were driven by an undeclinable neceſſitie to en. 
ter \into-2 mntuall Covenant, ſo are wee bound; not 
onely by the law. of GOD and nature; but/by our 
ſolemne oath and ſubſcription,” againſt all diviſive 
motions to promove and obſerve the ſame withour 
violatian: and ir is moſt manifeſt ,/ that having al- 
ready, tefuſed »ro 'render', alter; or deftroye our Cg-/ 
venanh, nothing can bee: more contrarie and adverſe 
to our pious intentions and ſincere refolations , than' 
to conſent: to ſuch afubſcription-and oath, as botir 
i2the intention of the urgers ,and in the nature and: 
condition of the' matter: utged\, is the readie *waye 
tg extinguith, and to drowne in oblivion the Band. 
of our unionand conjandtion that they bee no more 
remembred.In this caſewe are called to lay ſ{erioafly 
to our hearts. 1, That wee: have ſworne that wr 
1a 


PROTESTATION. 
ſhall neither diretly, nor iudircly ſuffer our ſaves 
to bee divided and with-drawne from this bleſſed 8 
loyall conjunion, which confiſteth not only in the 
generall Confeſſion but alſo in our explanation,and 
application thereof, but on the contrarie , ſhall by - 
all lawfull meanes, - labour to further and promove 
the ſame, 2. That our union and conjunction. may 
bee obſrved withour violation, ( and ſo withbur 
mutilation of our application.) wee call the living 
LORD to witnefle, as wee ſhall anſwereto Chriſt 
in the great Day, &c. FS 2 
4. This new ſubſcription, in ſtead of performing 
our vowes, would be a reall rteſtimonie and confeſſi- 
on before the World, That wee have beene rranſ-. 
greſſours in making raſh vowes, that-wee repent our 
ſelves of former ;zeale and fordwardneſle againſt the 
particulars expreſ} firſt in our Supplications, Com- 
plaints, and Proteſtations,& next abjured in our Co. 
venant, that wee in our judgment prefer the general 
Confeſſion unto this ,whict: neceflarly was now made 
mere ſpeciall; & that we are now under the fair pre- 
textand honeſt cover of a new oath recanting and 
undoing that, which upon fo mature deliberation 
wee have beene doing before, This beſide all other 
evills, - were to make waye and open a doore to the 
. re-entry 'of the particulars  abjured, and to repent 
our ſelves of our chiefcſt conlolations, and to lie- 
both againſt God and our owne foules. | 
5.It hath beene often objected, rhat our Confeſſi- 

ou of faith, and Covenant was  unlawfull, becauſe 
it wanted the warrants of pablick authoritie, and ir 
hath beene anſwered by us, thar wee were not de. 
fticute of the warrant civill and: eccle{taſticall which 
| au- 


SEPTENMB FR, XX 
authorized the former Covenant. And although 
wee could have wiſhed that his Majeſtie had ad- 
ded both his ſubſcription and authoritie unto it, 
yet the lefle conſtraint from authoritie and the 
more libertie, the lefle hypocrifie, and more ſin- 
ccritie hath appeared: Bur by thisnew ſubſcription 
urged by authoritie wee both condemne our former 
ſubſcription as unlawfull. becauſe alleadged to bee 
done without authoritie, and precondemne alſo the 
lyke laudable courſe in the likeneceſfitie to bee taken 
by the poſteritie, ES | 

6. What is theuſe of merch. ſtones uponhorders of 
Lands, the like uſe hath Confeſſions of Faith in the 
Kirke, Todiſterminate and divide betwixt Trueth and. 
errour: and the renewing and applying of Confeſſions of 
Faith tothe preſenterrours and corruptions, are nor 
unlike ryding of merches And therfore to content our 
ſelves with thegenerall,and ro returneto it, from the 
particulare application of the Confeſſion neceſſarlye 
made upon the invaſion or creeping in of errours with- 
in tbe borders of the Kirke, if1t beenot a removeing 
ofthe merch ſtone from the owne place, Ir isart leaſt 
the hyding of the merch inthe ground that it beenor 
feene, which at this time were verie unfcaſonable for 
two cauſes. Oneis. becauſe Poperic is fo pregnant, 
and powerfull in this land, as wee have learned of lare 

The other, becauſe the Papiſts whoupon the ur- - 
girig ofthe Service booke, and Canons, have preſumed 
of our returne to Rowe, will upon this our ſubſcription 
aryſe from their diſpareing of us, unto their woonted 
preſumption» None of us will denye, but the large 

Confeſſionn of Faith regiſtrated inthe Acts of Parlia- 

ment, doeth by conſequence containe this __ oy 
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PROTESTRATION.. | 
fcfſion and abjuration: Yer were irnot!ſaſficient againſt 
Poperye to ſubſcribe the one without the other. how 
then ſhzll wee thinke that the more generall Conteſſion 
and abjurationat thistime,  whea the urging of ſuch 
Popiſh books bath extorted from us ſo necefſariean ap- 
plication, and do:htill call fora teftimonie, to bee 
.compleet encugh without it. > 

7, The Papiſts ſhall heereby bee occaftoned to re. 
new their old objeRion againſt us, Annuzs & men. 
ſtruas fides de Deo decernunt. That our Faith chang- 
eth with the Moone, or once inthe yeere. * Other re- . 
formed Kirkes mightjuſtly wonder at our inconſtancie 
in changing our Confeſſion without any reall neceſſitie, 
& that in one 8&theſameyere it commeth forth larger, 
"& more partjculare,then ſhorter,and more generall:and 

. our Adverſaries will not faile to traduce us as troublers 
. of the peace of the Kirke and Kingdome without anye 
ncceſlar cauſe. | 
$. Irwill likewiſe prove aconfirmation of their er- 
rour, whothink they maye both ſubſcribe the Confeſ< 
ſon of Faith, and receivethe Service gooke, and Ca- 
ons, Which is notonely adiredt ſcandaling ofthem, 
butalſo a readie waye to put a weapon in their 
| handsagainſt our ſelves, who m2intaine and profeſſe 
- that theſe and ſuch other evills areabjured inthe Con- 
teſſton of Faith. GN; 718, | 

9. Ifweeſhould now ſweare this Confeflion wee 
ſhould bee obliged by. our oathro maintaine Perth ar- 

ricles, which arethe innovations already introduced 
inthe worſhipot God, and to maintaine Epiſco pacie, 
with the civill places, and power of Kirkmen. Becauſe 
weeare bound to-ſ{weare this Confeſſion by vertue of 
and conformeuntothe Kings command ſigned by his 
ſacred Majeſtic of - the date September 9.” 63S, 

h | _ -. . Tock 


ws 


06 8 theo WE .. - 
| oſs Ire words ſubjoinedeo « 

; on and band ndprcind a frag > os 
and ir cannot. bee denyed ter 
-Urit<-08 7 wullt eirhier' bee 7 bes eu 


neon ber wore pioNes tenanceiiof 
gion, a $ it is alreadie or x preſencly ;ps ;ptofefſed, {theſe 


Soo bet n, Arnot comin ome or ind-the fame 
"Hot"0 ny fpckling; bat a 
all His 'Mateſtics Niles Proctu rankny 0d THR 
-clydeth; per corteineth within the-eompilſe-there- 


of ,- the forefaids novations nd-Epiſcopaci 
under thax hame'were-alſo-racified; im the firſt Parli- 
arent Holden by his Maicſtie." At Kmay be 
<objected ; that'i e "Counſellotrs' have" ſubſcribed the 
"Confeſſion of Faith, as- ir was profeſſediz5 and 
+will not urge the Subſcripriory'in aft other' thſe upon 
"the SubjCas,” We anſwerts Firſt; the A@ofCoun- 
fell conpliitl it declaration; is por as yer't 

ed by Proclamariqn.  *Secotidly”, *iFit were fo'py 

-bl. had. It behooved: -of neeefhirie exborbereaguh 

*o Hhs Maj jeſties deehred Jadgeriient and woe 
which is more nor to fvcare withourwatrahd-from 
"Authoririe"fa fapke atthopgh-unjullly'« 'ofrin objecd 
-unro ng) or” effe wee mult. Mirme the Rei igion- Fon 
the yeare 1580. and' at this £S to- Towle aloge 


ie, which 


\vne andthe Tame #7 thus tingſt i 
there rH ont Neli Nh wete 2 To 
Se co adit Hh totharwe pe aber 3:'By ap- 


'Procfattiarion * anene the ſts 
-*C es 


_ kog:rbereoh; may: 
_SErFICe; 


ters bookes.be diſc 


like .unto them, with ſome. ſma] hange,- 


"WY 


Fro pf irs <ofiT; HOW », 

toMiniſters, accordingto the. AGF Parlt2<. 
ment»: whiclvist0 ſcare funple.abedicnceto ——_ 
ocelan;B er ly we mh warning a Azchbiſhopsand . 


EC" Od 


i -'Ehey: {ee A t 1. 
their Jadecmentthe Conteſog of WS pros . 
Felled; 589, dacth. confift iwithEpilcy + AN 
Webyourgadsaycarlamedsbopryalhat 

Uaat- hinge $04he general A LARakis' 

2nd Parliament... .. 
2029+ This Subſcription and oxh-in the. raindeand: 
Ingen horiti6,and © oily nous (rear 


with-the ions;of the. - 
baqk;and'Canons , Hee Cormuprion pf the. 
- as.other heady; of | Pope: Torts bork.this. preſenc - 
Br enaDdRs M May forngry roclamati 

alle dinbw hs. The Los. 


— Canons, "Doe. all ſpeake plainly, orimport- > 
fo.muct'y, Thar theſe books. ars novrepbgnant roche | 
.Confeffiag of bath; anditherthejnrr ,of them . 
Is, ng: hoyatiar of. reli 1an-or law::- And 1 ercfore, 


Wee mult cicher xefule to. ſubfcribe-now; or we mutt - 
- COntrarie..to, our: late. gee. and t9 2 cleare - 


Iniahs tha the; Service. booke Ran ans 00.9 21e/ng , 


jQNer.., 
ged, re 6h ptinnu yet = 
ſhall by any degd of our own teſtifie, thatthey may. 
aliſt with our,Confeſsion. af ,Faith,. within a very 
rt time ,; either the {lame ke, or ſme oder 


Innayations-in-'Relj 


ruled ppon 18, who by one abjurgion CATE 


& 4 #4aizit. — > 4 


"4K! NETS» of 


- mo it: is fred both our” ſelves a | 
Satire wo have-laide @ 
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10. Aktwagh there bee indeede "no fubſtantialt 
difference betweene that- which Wee-have ſubſcri- 
'bed;; and theConfefsion fubſcribedsin pes 580; 
'morethenthete is betweehetharwhichis hid;arthae 

_ ' whichis:revealed. "A march ſtonehid inthegromd; 
:and uncovered, betweene the hand: dloſedandopen, 
'berweene'a ſword ſcheathed and drawae,or betweene 
the-large Confefsions' tegiftrat-in-che-AQs of Parliz» 
ment,andtheſhort Confelvign; or(ifwe _—_ 
'yerence aſcend'yet higher betweene'thg© 


'ment and the New, yet asto ſcheath our. Cod wh ; 


it ſhould bee drawne,were imprudencie; ihin hero. 
'mandementof Princes, profeſſed ; 
minors, after the Shbje&s had'ſubſeribas 

Feſsions , 'to iſubſeribe the firſt 6/99: you 
-at the will: of a Jewiſh: Magiſtrate, *op 

the New Teſtament; ro-ſubſcribe che ANEe, 

ter that they: have: ſubſciibed both;werehviri 

_— apainſt 'God; andtreacherie Lac yr Thi: 

ighr ſo, forVJs to ſubſetibe theformer apart, as: itis 

mow urged and-framed, without the Sxplanation/and 
-applicationthere6F' ar this time, whenours ts rejected; 
and theſubſcribers'of 'the former cefulveo :ybferibe 
"ours, as'comaining ſomething ſubſtanti; 

-and urge the former:upon us, as differenrfrom? Dare, 
andnor djs Jpecialtabjurationvftthe evils, 
'ſupplicated againſt by Us, were nothing el{s, baris 
deny, and patt-from'or former 'ſubſcnpricn, if nor 
Tornglys 'yet Inecpottarirelys *:Old" Eleazur.,: cal 
wo 
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io eur doing. may. beea document bothtothe 
chtecd: 48.avctto.ocher Ricks tO. whomFor the- 
, S—_ E-Wweeape made. a LI33:c Yotty 15 
22; If anyibee fo forgetful of his oath (mbictr. 
God-forbid ): as to Fabſcibe this Confeſbion, as-itis ; 
now urgedsbe-doeth according; ro. theiproclamarion: . 
cqueſce::ini:chis; declaration; of his Majeſbes: will, 
-oeth accept of ſuch; a parden-as hath- nee&to 
bee ratified; "erg And thus docth turn our - 
gloric unto. ſhame, by .confeſsing our .giiileinefſe, | 
where. God frgin :Heayen' hath: Se us! guiktleſſe;.” | 
and by the-fire of -Hig Spirit from;Heayen:hath 2c+ - 
cepted df -our-;ſexvice; And:docath-depirt from the - 
commandement of God,-the practiſe of the Godly .. 
in Gy times s. and. zaris anger : ahd Jaudable cx- 
ample of our. werthie.and; us-pragenitours.;/in | 
obedience: whereok, and: conforme: to - which Wee - 
made profeſsionto ſubſcribe: for there/isno particular . 
_ of us, to whom:the pardon is preſens... 
ray s proclamations bei thiscaew. Subſcription, 
_ Welt 174 6. 
- T3» The: generall band: now urged to be. ſubfcri- 
deb ipongatmay depgeiiging tens, 


| SEPTEMBER XIXIE 
ſeat time as that wheretn it was ſubſcribed, ſo is-it+ 
deficient in-a point, at this time malt neceſlarie ,, Of 
rhg. reftranegis of our hives , this we ſhall anfmerablic 
t0- our prafeſion, be examples to others, of all Godlinefſe,, 
ſoberneſe and righteruſz4/]e and of every duetie wee ap, 
to GOD and mas; without which. we can-not.now {ub-. 
ſcribe this Coqfeſion, leaſt me laqſethe bends to withed-: 
eſſe, ſeems 1p.repent of oar: former 36a intions, and proe. 
m1/es and .rhuje to. haut our portion with byporrunes-,. 
profeſing and ſweareing that we know-GOD, but iu our 
norkes denying him, Sermp abaminaliles diſobedient, and- 
ugto every g20d marks veprobete.;. 
14- Sincethe natiative of the. genezall bandia now- 
changed, and ſome lines, expreiiing at length the Pa-- 
piſs, and yo agg 404 | um Dans - 
the danger to-religion , and the Kings Majeſtic was - 
threarnaed; are left.out»'and na-delignativa made. of - 
the partic from whom the dangeris nowehreatred,, We 
are made either to thigke, that our ſubſcription at this - 
time is unneceflarieg or-t0- ſuſpeR that we who- bave - 
ſupplicated and entered ici Covenant, are paderfiood 
to be the partie, clpecially. lince the Lords of Coun-- 
ſell have in the a& September 22; ratifiing the. P ro- 
clamations found themſelves bound-to uſe theip beſt 
endeavaurs;that all-his Majeſties good Subjects may-- 
reſt ſatisfied with his Majeftics dedration,.lince ab{o - 
we have beene ( although undeſervedly challenged of 
diforders, diftraRions, and dangers to. religion, and 
his Majeſties authoritie, :agd fipce jn the forſgid a& - 
and in the miffive direed to his Majeſtie, the Lords of 
Cauncell offer their lives, and fortunes to his Majeſtic , 
in repreſsiog all ſuch,as ſhall bercafter preafe to dif 
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'___ -.  "PROTEFT HT TOM - 
being expreſſed-in a generalitic, is by meny applyed 
©. unto Vs, and interpreted of out adhering to our Co. 
venant / We fhould therefore, by our Sabſcription oF 
the covenant, as' it ts now concetved, 'both doe dire- 
ly againſt our own mindes;incondemning our ſelves, 
whercin Weeare innocent, and ſhould conſent'ro our 
 ownehurt, to the ſuppreſsing of the cauſe which Wee 
-maintaine, and to therepreſsing mutually one of us of 
: another, direlycontrarc toour former olemne oath 
Radon HO IISTOAD oa, 
15. The 'Snbſcribing of this Confeſsion by the- 
Lords of His Majeſties-privie Counſell, who-by their 
,place and high employment are publick'Peacemakers, 
and by others who have-not ſubſcribed the late Cox« 
/f*ffion , will makethe breach wider, and the lamenta-' 
ble diviſionof this Kitkmore deſperate thenever'be-- 
fore, ſome having ſworne to labour by al] lawful meaner 
180 recover the former -Libertle, and Purttie of Religion; 
and others maintaining thar for putitie , which is al- 
readie eſtabliſhed: Some believing -aud profefsing,, 
. that the evils ſupplicated apainſts are abiuredin that 
'Confeſfion of Faith; and others maintaining the Con- - 
Fefſion of 'Faith, and theſe corruptions *( although for 
the preſent diſcharged by authoritie) not to be inconft- 
Nent- and beſide this, many diviſions and 'ſubdiviſt- 
-ons will eaſue, to the dolefull renting of theKitk and 
iKingdome,making way for the wrath and mianyjudge- 
-ments of God often threatned by his faithfullſervants, 
which all che Godly ought-ra labour: by all meanes to- 
-prevent. 3.314351 I PTS ED HU L Di2) 1:: X 
41:6, Vee repreſent allo to the honourable Lords 
of privic Counſell to bee conſidered , That the Do- 
rine, Dilcipline;and Vic of Sacrements arc forne, 


and 


_ SHREEM BER XXIL) . 
beat op rn At ro the Word of: 
GON, andthe meaning of the Kirk of Scolaxd,in the. 
Boakes, of Diſcipline, and AQsof  Alſemblies, And. 
that. the, Oath there. is no place left to thie genera». 
lity of any-mans conception of the true Faith and Re-- 
ligion, nor.to, any private interpretation, , or .mentall; 
RF etheb and TOO eh ona 3 
Fortheleand thie like conſiderations; Inour owne- 
name,;and in bop, all who will NS ts thelace- 
. Covenant, ſubſcribed by, Vs; and, ſealed from Hea-- 
ven, Wee from our duetie to God, our King, our nas - 
tive. countrey;; our iclves, and the pofteritie, Jcalt our 
Gleace impor aatisfadtion of our defies, and altops. 
ping of our mouth,: from necefiarie ſupplications. for - 
things yet to be.obteined from His Majeſties juſt and:: 
gracious .diſpoſition;are conſtrained to declare agd pro-- 
reſt » . Firſtz .That the cauſe, and occaſion. of- che .di-- 
ſtracions, ofthe Kirk and .comman- wealth , ate no - 
no: wayes.to. bee imputed. uato us, or- our- needleſle. 
feares, but.tothe innovations; aud corruprions of Re-- 
ligion; which. » he az and arder of this Kirk, . 
andihe lays of the Kingdome, hare beeneprfſed us 
pon us the peoplc of-God,and his Majeſties loyall Sub- 
jets; who,although undergreat thraldome, were li- - 
yiog ia peace. and quiergeſſe, labouring in all godlineſſe | 
condly, Wee proteſt; that all queſtions _and+doubtes - 
that ariſe, concerning the freedome of the Aſſemblies + 
whether inthe conſtitutions-and members thereof, or - 
in-the- matters to bee-treated , or-in the manner.and 
order. of proceeding , bee-remitred 0 the, determine - 
tion of the Aﬀſemblic it ſelfs as the. only proper aud - 
campetent Judge , And that it ſhall bee. lawfull. for - 


Ly 
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. _ PROTESTATION _ 
us, being authorized with lawfull commiſſions, 2» xt 
other tunes when the prgenr neceſfitle of the Kirk 
ſhall require, ſoin this exigenee to aſſemble our felves 
ar the diet appointed, notwieſtanding any impediment 
or Prom to the contrare. "And being allem- 
_— ſtall qualifications andpredeterminations 
or preluppaſals,to proponc, treat,: reaſon, vote ,. 
conclude; Seonirgro che Word of God, Confeſſion 
of Faith;dnd as of Ixwfull Aﬀſemblics;in all Ecelefi- 
aſticall marters;pertcining tocheafſemblie,and tending 
to the adyancemenr- of. the-Kingdome of Chriſt an 
-poog carmen CC 
. Thirdly, 'fince Archbifhops and Biſhops have no 
warrand tor their office in rhis Kirk, fince it'is con- 
'trare both to reaſon and to the Acts of the Kirk, 
that any. have-place and voice inthe Aſſemblic, who 
are nor anthorizea with layfull cottimiſfions:. And 
ſceing both 'in- commoun equitie, and by the tenor 
of this Proclamation they are made lyable to the 
eryall and cenſure of the Aﬀemblie, Wee proteſt, 
'thar they bee not prefent,. as having place or voice 
in the Afemblie, bur'as 74 to compeere, for under- 
lying tryall and cenſure upon the generallcomplaints 
alreadie made, is the partiuler accu'ations to bee 
given in againſt them; And-that che warging given 
fy His Maehies Pro-famadidn; agd ts tur Vrore- 
ſtarion, bee. aſufficient citation to'thiem, to compeet 
before the Aſlemblie, for theiritryall., and cenſure 
in lf, office, gnd beneee, 
Hintly adhere to ;our Oath and Sibletprion of or 
'Confefsion of ,Faith and Covenant, lately reflewec 
:3d approven, wich rare and-undenyable evidences 
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from heaven; of the wonderfull workeings of his Spi- 
rit,in the hearts both'of Paſtors.and. peoples through 
all the:parts of the, kingdome, And. that we ſtand 
to all parts and clauſes thereof, and:particularly to 
the explanation and application, containing both our 
abjuration of , and our union againſt .the particular 
evils, and corruptions of the time, a duety which the 
Lord at-this time eſpecially. crayeth at-our hands. _. 
Fitthly, Wealfo.Proteſt, that none of us who have 
Subſcribed, and doe adhere to our Subſcription of 
the late Covenant, be charged, or urged ,* either to 
rocure the ſubſcriptions of othersorto ſubſcribe our 
elves unto any other Coifeſsion or Coyenant, con- 
teining anyderogation there unto, eſpecially that men. 
tioned in the Proclamation, without the- neceſſary 
&planationand the vppliration thereof alrcadze ſworn 
. - by us for the reaſons above exprefled : And becaule, 
as we did-in our former P roteſtation appeale fr&in 
the Lords of His Majeſties Counſell, ſo doe wenow 
by.theſe renew our ſolemneappeale, with all ſolem- 
'nitiesrequifite unto-the.next free generall. Aſſemblie 
and Parliament, as the only ſupreame nationall Judi- 
catories competent, to- judge of nationall-cauſes and 
procetingc >: 1.577 no wnoderbalk en 
Sixthly , Wee Proteſt, That no ſubſcription, whe-- 
ther by the Lords of Counſcell or others, of the Con- 
feſsion,; mentioned in the- Proclamation, and cnjoin= 
ed for the maintenance-of religion, as .it is now al- 
readie:/ Or at;this preſent time eſtabliſhed, and. pro- 
feſſed within this Kingdome, without any innovation 
of: religion or Law, be any manner. of way, prejudici- 
All:ta our; Covenant, wherein we, hevg ſore ko. 7277 
hvere the procifſerf Napetions. abvreadie inhrafpcrcl 2 
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Tull they be nged in a free <Afemblie , And to labour - 
by al] lwvfallimeancs. ts recover the pnrivie ant liberitt 
of the Goſpel as it was oft bliſhed dnd profegen- bafore 
the foreJaid invouations: And in like mannerthinns 
ſubſcripricti forla{{be any derogition/to therrit and 
ſound meaning of our ' worthie predeceſſonrs 'at the 
time of their Sabſcription inthe yeat'15$4/-biid af/ 
terward. *Withall- warncing and} exhorimg 2allbineh 
who lay to heart" the cauſe'of religion againlt the - 
coruptians of the time and the prefenreſtare of things, 
boch ro ſubſcribe the Covenant as'i: Hark/been ex. 
plained, ani tectifirely applicd; ahd-ts-they overhe 
puritie and libertic of the Goſpel! to fiold buck rheic. 
hands from af -other Covenants, till the | Aſlemblie 
now indided'be eonveined; ard determine-the prefenc 
differences"and' diviſions ant{preſerve'this/counttey.. 
from contraric;onhes;- | 27 0 Sf HE org note 
$ toyalt clemency ap-. 
Meeting what his: Ma- 
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fions fo make manifeſt to all. good men, eſpecially-- 
to bis ſacred Majeſtie for whoſe long and proſperous - 
ooverrment,that we may livea peacableand quicte life . 
in all Godlincfle and Honcſtie , We earneſtly pray. - 


eHoniroſe, &c. in name of the Noble men, 


W Hereupon a Noble Earle, James Earle of 


Maſter <4/exander Gibſon, younger, of Durie, 


in name of the Barons; George Poxterfield Merchant 
Burges of Glaſzow., in name of the Borrowes, Maſter 
Harie Rollogue Miniſter , at Edinburgh, in name of 
the Miniſtcts, and Maſter <Archbald Johyſfton , reader 
heereof , in name of all who adhere to the Confefi- 


on of Faith and (ovenant, lately renewed within this - 
Kingdome., tooke inſtruments in the- hands of three - 


Notars preſent, at. theſaid mercat crofle of Edinburgh, 
being invironed with grear numbers of the forſaid 


Noblemen, Barons, Geatlemen, Borrowes, cMiniſters and 


Commons, betore many hundred witneſſes, and craved 


the cxtrac thereof : And in token of their duetifull - 


reſpe& to his Majeſtie, confidence of the equitie of 
their cauſe, and innocencie of their carriage and hope 
of his Majeſties gratious acceptance, they offred in 


all humilitie with ſubmiſle reverence a copie thereof. -: 


to the Herawld. | 
| FINIS. 
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